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Instructions for using the interactive budgets

You will need Adobe Acrobat Reader to use these forms.  If you do not have this program installed  
on your computer, you can download a free version here.

You can make changes to the interactive PDF budget files for this publication by inputting your own prices 
and quantities in the green-outlined cells for any item. You will need to click on and add your own estimated 
price and quantity information to all of the green-outlined cells to complete your customized budget.

The cells outlined in red automatically calculate your revised totals based on the changes you made to the 
cells outlined in green.  

When you are finished, you can print the budget using the green Print Form button at the bottom of the form. 

You can use the red Clear Form button to clear all the information from your budget when you are finished. 

http://extension.psu.edu/ag-alternatives
http://get.adobe.com/reader


Christmas tree production for 1 acre of Douglas Fir trees.
Expenses based on 1200 trees per acre with replacements planted the second year and harvesting 80% of the trees. 

Your Your Calculated 
Item Quantity Quantity Unit Price Price Total Estimate

Receipts (1)

First grade trees 730 trees 20.00$    14,600.00$ 
Second grade trees 376 11.00$    4,136.00$   
Total 18,736.00$ 

Year Your Your Your Your Your
0-1 (2) Estimate 2 Estimate 3 Estimate 4 Estimate 5 Estimate

Direct Expenses
  Custom hire 88.80$      10.00$    10.00$      10.00$    10.00$        
  Herbicides 18.88$      6.64$      16.75$      44.73$    27.85$        
  Insecticides 63.83$      14.57$    14.57$        
  Fungicides 36.40$      36.40$    36.40$        
  Fertilizer 20.00$      56.16$    56.16$      56.16$    56.16$        
  Trees 1,320.00$ 198.00$  
  Grass seed 85.50$      
  Seasonal labor 21.00$    104.40$    307.20$  150.00$      
  Operator labor 53.47$      24.11$    37.85$      50.04$    53.07$        
  Harvest costs (2)
  Diesel fuel 24.08$      11.25$    23.28$      30.84$    30.38$        
  Repairs and maintenance 15.84$      7.77$      11.85$      15.46$    16.35$        
  Interest on Operating Capital 40.12$      11.09$    6.60$        9.65$      7.40$          
Total Direct Expenses 1,666.69$ 346.02$  367.12$    575.05$  402.18$      

Fixed Expenses
  Implements 25.17$      6.99$      9.54$        13.34$    15.44$        
  Tractors 13.17$      5.67$      12.69$      16.82$    16.27$        
  Land charge 150.00$    150.00$  150.00$    150.00$  150.00$      
Total Fixed Expenses 188.34$    162.66$  172.23$    180.16$  181.71$      
Total Expenses 1,855.03$ 508.68$  539.35$    755.21$  583.89$      



Year Your Your Your Your Total Calculated 
6 Estimate 7 Estimate 8 Estimate 9 Estimate Costs Estimate

Direct Expenses
  Custom hire 10.00$      10.00$    10.00$      10.00$    168.80$      
  Herbicides 16.75$      27.85$    44.73$      27.85$    232.03$      
  Insecticides 59.93$      14.57$    14.57$      59.93$    241.97$      
  Fungicides 36.40$      36.40$    36.40$      36.40$    254.80$      
  Fertilizer/Lime 56.16$      56.16$    56.16$      56.16$    469.28$      
  Trees 1,518.00$   
  Grass seed 85.50$        
  Seasonal labor 246.00$    246.00$  184.80$    61.20$    1,320.60$   
  Operator labor 42.43$      53.07$    50.04$      50.04$    414.12$      
  Harvest costs (3) 277.00$  553.00$    276.00$  1,106.00$   
  Diesel fuel 27.29$      30.38$    30.84$      30.84$    239.18$      
  Repairs and maintenance 13.21$      16.35$    15.46$      15.46$    127.75$      
  Interest on Operating Capital 8.26$        15.86$    16.61$      12.48$    128.07$      
Total Direct Expenses 516.43$    783.64$  1,012.61$ 636.36$  6,306.10$   

Fixed Expenses
  Implements 10.39$      15.44$    13.34$      13.34$    122.99$      
  Tractors 15.03$      16.27$    16.82$      16.82$    129.56$      
  Land charge 150.00$    150.00$  150.00$    150.00$  1,350.00$   
Total Fixed Expenses 175.42$    181.71$  180.16$    180.16$  1,602.55$   
Total Expenses 691.85$    965.35$  1,192.77$ 816.52$  7,908.65$   

Returns above direct expenses 12,429.90$ 
Returs above total expenses 10,827.35$ 

1. Planting 1,200 trees per acre and harvesting 80% or 1,106 tees with 33% being second grade trees. 
2. Year of land preparation. Much of land preparation completed using custom operators.
3. Harvest costs are based on harvesting 25% in year 8, 50% in year 9, and 25% in year 10 and include cutting, dragging and baling.
You should monitor local markets and contact suppliers to determine current prices for all items contained
in this sample budget.
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