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What is the Penn State
Master Well Owner

Network?

The Penn State Master Well
Owner Network (MWON) is a
program dedicated to educating
PA residents about the proper
construction and management of
private water systems.

The goal of this program is to
educate private water system
owners and promote better
management of private wells,
springs, and cisterns throughout
the state.

MWON Sponsors

This project is made possible in
part by the Penn State
Cooperative Extension, the
Pennsylvania Department of
Environmental Protection and
the Pennsylvania Ground Water
Association.

Master Well Owner Network

A program of the Penn State College of Agricultural Sciences and Cooperative Extension

Penn State Extension and MWON Promote National
Protect Your Groundwater Day—September 10,2013

Penn State Extension and the Master Well Owner Network are excited to
announce a variety of educational efforts in recognition of the National Ground
Water Association’sPr ot ect Your ddSseptambedd®,adlxer Day
A live webinar will be broadcast from 12:00to 1:00 PM entited St r at egi e s
Protect Privatien Wed n nshhhgbicbaScpaanagang: st
strategies that homeowners can use to protect their drinking water. The webinar

will also highlight numerous Penn State publications and web tools that are

available to private water well and spring owners. The live webinar can be viewed

at https://meeting.psu.edu/waterl

During the evening of September 10, Penn State water resources educators will
present a Safe Drinking Water Clinic in Ebensburg, PA for water well and spring
owners. This will be the first in a series of Safe Drinking Water Clinics which will
be offered around the state in the next 12 months. Most of these clinics will
include greatly discounted water testing through Penn State’s accredited water
testing laboratory.

Also in September, Penn State Extension will offer an online training course for
new Master Well Owner volunteers. More information about this online course
can be found at: http://extension.psu.edu/water/mwon.

The Penn State Extension Water Resources team along with Master Well Owners
provide education and assistance for thousands of private water well and spring
owners across Pennsylvania each
year. Tune in on September 10
to learn more about our
resources and how to protect
your groundwater!

September 10, 2013

To learn more about the protect you
National Ground Water
AssociationandPr ot ect

S groundwater

website at: http://www.ngwa.org/Events-Education/groundwater-day/

For more information, visit: http://extension.psu.edu/water/mwon
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Upcoming Volunteer Training Opportunities

The Penn State Master Well Owner Network (MWON) has released its schedule of training opportunities for new
MWON volunteers for the next year. New volunteers can choose from any one of the following: a Saturday
workshop in Bucks County or one of the seven week online training modules (each course is limited to 25
volunteers):

1 September 30—November 11, 2013, fall online training module

1 December 14, 2013—Bucks County, PA, 9AM to 3:30 PM, lunch provided

9 February 10—March 24, 2014, spring online training module

Additional training opportunities for Spring 2014 will be released later
this year. Those interested in becoming a MWON volunteer should
complete the online application form available at:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mwon_application or call Bryan

Swistock at 814-863-0194. All newly trained volunteers receive an 80-
page Guide to Private Water Systems handbook, discounted water
testing through the Penn State testing laboratory, and access to a
variety of experts and educational resources available through Penn
State Extension. Trained volunteers are asked to pass along their PGWA professional well d

knowledge about private water systems to family, friends, co-workers t €aches MWON vol unteers
we l | constructon.

and neighbors.

Penn State Water Lab Publishes Groundwater Quality Summaries

The Penn State Agricultural Analytical

Se rvices La borato ry rece ntly released Summary of Drinking Water Samples Tested by the Penn State Agricultural Analytical Services Laboratory
7/1/2007 - 6/30/2013
1 1 Centre County
updated summaries of water quality data 350 Tt o
from prlvate Water We”S and Sprlngs dCross Test Paramter Units Number of Median Mininum | Maximum Number of Percent of EPA Drink
. . Samples samples failing | Samples Failing Water
Pennsylvania. Data tables are available by Tested EPAstd EPA std std
county for over 5,000 grou ndwater Samp|es Total Coliform MPN/100mL | 314 20 0.0 200.5 172 54.8 0
E. Coli MPN/100 mL 314 0.0 0.0 200.5 57 18.2 0
analyzed between 2007 and 2013. The PR , - 240 77 o2 | 8o 2 2 6.8
Total Dissolved Solids mg/L 245 240.0 20.0 1740.0 10 4.1 500
g 2 2 Q.8 Corrosivity Index* - 119 -0.1 -5.5 2.1 85 71.4 -
summaries include median, minimum, i = s w5 ve | 1mms :
o S o o Nitrate+Nitrite N mgll 92 1.7 0.5 171 5 54 10
maximum and percent failing drinking water |cuoiae s ’8 o 5o | 1000 . o 250
. Sulfate mg/[ 21 10.9 9.6 113.1 0 0.0 250
standards for each water quality parameter. |auminum mg/L B 00 00 04 5 385 005002
Arsenic mg/[ 18 0.00 0.001 0.022 2 111 0.01
Barium mg/L 36 0.03 0.00 0.36 0 0.0 2
Cadmium mgfL 11 0.00 0.001 0.002 o] 0.0 0.005
Test kits for the lab are available from most  |calciom me/L us | 2148 | 025 | 54035
Chromium mg/[ 11 0.0 0.001 0.005 o] 0.0 0.1
R g Copper mg/L 129 0.02 0.00 9.44 1 0.8 1.0,1.3
Penn State Extension county offices. The lab | oy o i~ o oo > o -
. . . Lead-1st draw mg/L 48 0.00 0.001 0.093 4 83 0.015
currently has testing programs for drinking | & unnng e/t 55 | oos | ooor | oore : ot | e
. . . . Magnesium mg/L 113 5.78 0.05 104.09 -
water, ponds, irrigation, and livestock. To Manganese mg/L 125 001 001 | 730 12 15.2 o0s | Wa
. ) . ) Mercury mg/L 13 0.00 0.000 0.001 0 0.0 0.002
learn more about their services, visit their Nickel me/L 1 001 | 0005 | oo -
) Sodium mg/L 0 0.00 0.00 0.00 -
website at: http://www.aasl.psu.edu/ Zine me/L u oor | oo [ oo7 0 00 s

Water.html An example groundwater summary for 35


http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mwon_application
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Penn State Extension and MWON in Full Force at Senior Expo

a—

Penn State Extension and MWON were in full force at the —
August 2, 2013 Senior Expo at the University of Pitt at Bradford = '
Recreation Center in Bradford, PA. The extension display
featured three extension educators and a Master Well Owner
Volunteer, who were available all day to answer senior citizen
qguestions and distribute educational materials. 4-H Youth
Educator, Ann Dunkerton; Master Gardner Coordinator, Dave
Talon; Water Resources Educator, Jim Clark; and Master Well
Owner Volunteer, Mary Gibbs, assisted over 100 residents at
the annual event. MWON r egi onal director, Jim

Mary Gi bbs provide educaton
at the Senior Expo on August

MWON at Ag Progress Days 2013

For the ninth year, MWON provided an exhibit at Penn State’s Ag Progress
Days in Rock Springs, PA on August 13, 14 and 15. Ten volunteers and Penn
State MWON coordinators manned the exhibit including Bill Anderson, Herb
Bomberger, Julie Brooks, Brad Hengst, Sue McClelland, Doc Schooley, Bryan |
Swistock, RJ Warren and Peter Wulfhorst. Over the three day event,
hundreds of private water system owners visited the exhibit and interacted
with MWON volunteers and many entered into a drawing for a free sanitary
well cap. Thanks to all of the dedicated MWON volunteers who made our

APD exhibit a success again this year! Peter Wulforst talks w
owners at the MWON Ag

Roadside Springs—Drink with Caution!

Penn State Extension Water Resources team members have been busy
over the past few months collecting samples from 35 major roadside
spring across the state. Results from this testing found that nearly all
of these springs failed drinking water standards for bacteria and several
springs had other water quality issues.

Penn State Extension will provide a one hour webinar starting at noon
on October 30, 2013 which will summarize the results from this study.
You can join the live webinar at :https://meeting.psu.edu/water1.

Important Web Links

extension.psu.edu/water/mwon http://lwww.pgwa.org
Master Well Owner Network PA Ground Water Association
extension.psu.edu/water http://[www.wellowner.org

National Ground Water Association’s
website for consumer information

Penn State Extension Water Resource Information
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It’s time again for MWON volunteers to report your
annual accomplishments. This reporting is critical to
ensure the continued funding of the MWON
network.

If you are a MWON volunteer, you will receive an
email with a link to the annual accomplishment
report or a paper evaluation in the mail (if you did
not provide an email during your training). Please
take just a minute or two to complete the
accomplishment report and summarize any
education you have conducted over the past year
related to the Master Well Owner Network. The
reporting time period is September 1, 2012 through
August 31, 2013. You can also use the URL below to
access the annual accomplishment report:
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mwon. Please
complete the annual report by September 17, 2012.
Thank you for your help and for your support of the
MWON program!

A Sampling of Upcoming Events

T August 28, 2013—The Use and Value of Water for Marcellus Shale Gas Development, Water Resources Extension
webinar, 12:00 to 1:00 PM. For more details, visit http://extension.psu.edu/natesdurces/water/webisaries/schedule

1 September 10, 2013, Strategies to Protect Private Wells and Springs in Pennsylvania,, Water Resources Extension webi-
nar, 12:00 to 1:00 PM. For more details, visit http://extension.psu.edu/natesdurces/water/webisaries/schedule

1 September 10, 2013—Safe Drinking Water Clinic (6:30 to 8:30 PM) with free on-site water testing, Ebensburg, PA,
Contact Dana Rizzo, def| 8@psu.edu or 724-837-1402 to register.

1 September 30, 2013—Master Well Owner volunteer online training course, seven week course ending on November
['1,2013. New volunteers can submit an application to participate at http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mwon_application

1 October 30, 2013—The Water Quality of Roadside Springs in Pennsylvania, VWater Resources Extension webinar, 12:00
to 1:00 PM. For more details, visit http://extension.psu.edu/natesdurces/water/webisaries/schedule

1 November |3, 2013—Safe Drinking Water Clinic (I to 3 PM, repeated 6 to 8 PM). Dauphin, PA. Contact Jenn Fetter,
jrf21 @psu.edu or 717-921-8803 for details.

1 November 14, 2013—Safe Drinking Water Clinic (I to 3 PM, repeated 6 to 8 PM), York, PA. Contact Diane Oleson,
djo|13@psu.edu or 717-840-7429 for details.

1 December 14, 2013—Master Well Owner Volunteer Training, Doylestown, PA, 9 AM to 3:30 PM. Interested volunteers
should complete an application to participate at: http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/mwon_application

Many additional Safe Drinking Water Clinics and other events for 2013 and 2014 will be added soon! Visit the water exten-
sion events page for more details about these or other upcoming events as they become available (http://extension.psu.edu/

water/evenys
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