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KEY FOR IDENTIFYING COMMON GRASSY WEED SEEDLINGS IN PENNSYLVANIA

Grass leaves
Rolled leaf
Leaf blade

Ligule  Collar
Auricles
Leaf sheath /
A = annual, P = perennial, WA = winter annual
1. Stem triangular, solid, three ranked I8aVES.............cccveeiicei e s YELLOW NUTSEDGE, Cyperus esculentus, P
1. Stem flat to round, hollow, two ranked [BAVES ............cceeeveeveereeieciececeeecee e GRASSES, Gramineae spp.
AL AUFICIES PIESENT ...ttt sttt st s ae et s a et b s st e et e e besaebesrenesreneans QUACKGRASS, Agropyron repens, P
A. Auricles absent
1. LIQUIE @DSENT ... e bbb e e BARNYARDGRASS, Echinochloa crusgalli, A

1. Ligule present
2. Ligule a fringe of hairs
3. Sheath round with overlapping margins
4. Sheath covered With 10Ng NS ..........cccce e WITCHGRASS, Panicum capillare, A
4. Sheath smooth
5. Margins of the sheath hairy
6. Leaf blade rough above, smooth to somewhat rough below .................... GREEN FOXTAIL, Setaria viridis, A
6. Leaf blade covered with short hairs above, smooth and keeled below .....GIANT FOXTAIL, Setaria faberii, A
5. Margins of the sheath not hairy

6. Collar hairy on the Margins .........ccccceeveenersesee e STINKGRASS, Erogrostis cilianensis, A
6. Collar not hairy on the margins ...........ccccoveeeveie e FALL PANICUM, Panicum dichotomiflorum, A
3. Sheath distinctly flattened, smooth, with overlapping margins
4. Collar divided, not hairy on the Marging ..........cccceeceeveresecereisecee e BRISTLY FOXTAIL, Setaria verticillata, A
4. Collar not divided, hairy on the margins
5. Leaf blade has a few long hairs near the base...........ccccecevevvcciicceiececnenn, YELLOW FOXTAIL, Setaria glauca, A
5. Leaf blade SMOOtH .........ccocviiiiiecc e SANDBUR, Cenchrus pauciflorus, A

2. Ligule membranous
3. Sheath round to oval
4. Sheath smooth, split with overlapping margins
5. Leaf blade smooth above and below, midrib white above, prominent below

6. Thick, white rhizomes just below Soil surface..........cc.cceveeeereciccciienens JOHNSONGRASS, Sorghum halepenese, P
6. No rhizomes, fibrous root system like COrn...........cccoevveevevececececenene, SHATTERCANE, Sorghum bicolor, A

5. Leaf blade rough above and below, midrib not white or prominent below
6. Short, scaly rhizomes at or below soil SUrface............cccoeevveeerececrecreenene. WIRESTEM MUHLY, Muhlenbergia frondosa, P
6. No short, scaly rhizomes at or below soil surface.............cccceevevvereerennene. NIMBLEWILL, Muhlenbergia schreberi, P

4. Sheath hairy, closed to near the top
5. Sheath short, hairy..........ccccociiiiii e CHEAT, Bromus secalinus, A or WA
5. Sheath densely soft, white, hairy, frequently purplish ..........ccccoevvevevencecccnnnne, DOWNY BROMEGRASS, Bromus tectorum, A or WA

3. Sheath distinctly flattened, split with overlapping margins
4. Sheath smooth or sparsely hairy
5. Leaf blade smooth above, smooth and keeled below, tip boat-shaped.......... ANNUAL BLUEGRASS, Poa annua, A or WA
5. Leaf blade smooth above, a few hairs near base; smooth, keeled below ......SMALL CRABGRASS, Digitaria ischaemum, A
4. Sheath hairy
5. Leaf blade long, hairy near the base above, smooth below........................... GOOSEGRASS, Eleusine indica, A
5. Leaf blade hairy above and below, ligule often reddish or purplish................ LARGE CRABGRASS, Digitaria sanguinalis, A



