Agriculture as an Economic Oriver
in Adams County
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e What Is agriculture?

 \What is agriculture in Adams County?
e Local value of farming

* A few key concepts

* \Who can/should do what?
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What Is ‘Agriculture’?

PENNSTATE

B



Pennsylvania “Agriculture” is actually
TWO separate things

1. Production ag economy
Because PA has farms

2. Consumption ag economy
Because Pennsylvanians eat



There Is some overlap at the
local level... but how much?

Production g#F™ , ,,
ORIl A Consumption

ag economy




What is Agriculture in Adams
Gounty?
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Adams  Countyos P
Agricultural Economy

e $217.0 million value of production in
2007

e 1,289 farms, 166,891 acres

e $24.1 million farm labor payroll
— 1,136 workers employed full time
— 2,635 employed seasonally

Source: US Ag Census



Type of Farms

Farms
Beef cattle
Dairy/milk
Hogs
Sheep

Poultry- layers
Poultry- broilers
Crops

Fruit

Apples

Tart cherries
Peaches




Adams County Value of Sales by

Product
Vegetable
Grain 1% Greenhouse
1%
(&2 Fruits
21% Hay & Other

Other 2%
animal

704 Beef

4%

Dairy
15%
Poultry
39%
Hog

3%
Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture



Adams County Farms by
Annual Sales
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Source: 2007 Census of
Agriculture



Percent of All Farms

Farms by Annual Sales,
PA & Adams County
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Annual Sales
Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture



Percent of All Farms

Farms by Annual Sales,
Adams County
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Annual Sales
Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture



Adams County Farms by Acreage
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Source: 2007 Census of Agriculture



Adams County - Tax Base

Industrial
3%

Residential
69% |

Agriculture

12%

Other
0%

Source: State Tax Equalization Board, 2009
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| Value of Farming:
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Pennsylvania farms are an
important source of johs and
income
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In Pennsylvania in 2007

 $5.8 billion in farm production
e 123,884+ jobs

 Farming contributed to diversified
economy

* Highly productive, economical &
renewable use of local resources

Source: Census of Agriculture: BEA






Many Pennsylvania businesses
rely upon farming
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Businesses & Farming

e Input Side

— Feed, fertilizer, financing, seed, machinery &
equipment, petroleum, fencing, buildings,
vehicles, land rental, veterinarians

e Output Side
— Hauling, processing, manufacturing

e |Indirect

— Tourism, spending by farmers & others In
farm economy



Farm Employment as a Percent of
Adams County Ag-related Employment

Food & Farm
beverage 15%
stores /
12%
Grocery & T~
Food
Wholesalers Food &
1% Beverage Ag Support
/ Mfg 3%
Wood 32%
product Mfg

4%

Ag-related Jobs are 29 percent of ALL private

sector jobs in Adams County
Source: BLS, 2009



Local farms help non-farmers
hetter understand where their
food comes from
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Pennsylvania farms are an
essential source for local foods
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Farmland Provides Significant
Open Space Benefits

* 50% of Adams County Is farmland

e 27/% of Pennsylvania is farmland



Farmland Provides Some
Environmental Benefits
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Figure 1: The Water Cycle
Source: Out of Sight, Out of Mind: Croundwater in the Northeast, Aqua-Terra, At 82-2 Comnell

c
University, Center for Environmental Research



Pennsylvania farms provide tax &
revenue henefits to communities

Farmland provides more back in local taxes
than it requires in public services

American Farmland Trust; Kelsey
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Pennsylvania farms are part of
Pennsylvania’s history and
I
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How /muchtarmland is necessary to keep
farming viahle?

Critical mass!
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Critical mass!

e Loss of farm-related businesses can hurt
remaining farms

— Ag suppliers/equipment
— Processors/access to markets

« How much farm land is necessary to retain
these farm-related business services?

No one knows. And



Impermanence Syndrome

When farmers believe farming will not
survive:

eFarmers won’t 1 nves
equipment/buildings/ technologies

eFarmers won’t keep
market conditions

eFarmers won't manag

IN10-20 vyears, they’ ||
they want to keep farming
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Who Can Do What?
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Recognize the muitiple
henefits that farming
contributes to residents



Use Conservation Easements &
Ag Protection Zoning
strategically.

Critical mass!



Remind Drivers of Why You're Here

|




S0 what does this mean?

 Farming provides a wide variety of benefits
to Pennsylvania and Pennsylvanians. Not
just the dollars!

 Recognize the two agricultural economies

In Pennsylvania—t he “ |l 1 nk” Dbe
“Production”™ with * Co
potential

 Need to be proactive to maintain or
l ncrease farming’s ro



